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At the chair of Management of Digital Food Businesses, we are looking for interested and 
qualified students to conduct a  

Bachelor thesis 

on the topic of 

Mapping the cucumber supply chain in Germany 

To reduce food waste, fresh fruits and vegetables can be wrapped in plastic foil. This 
reduces decay and helps to avoid damage during transport (but increases plastic waste). 
For an ongoing project on this topic, we are interested in the design of the supply chain for 
cucumbers consumed in Germany, with the focus on packaged cucumbers. In this thesis, 
you will map the cucumber supply chain in Germany. To answer the following questions:  

- Which retailers are selling cucumbers wrapped in plastic (in what amounts)? 
- Who decides if a specific cucumber is wrapped in plastic? 
- At what stage of the supply chain are cucumbers wrapped in plastic (which 

amounts)? 
- Is there a seasonal aspect to the decision of wrapping cucumbers in plastic? 
- What are the costs for the supply chain for wrapping a cucumber in plastic? 

Your tasks: 

- Identifying and contacting the actors in the cucumber supply chain 
- Carrying out semi-structured interviews with experts from different supply chain 

stages 
- Mapping the cucumber supply chain 

The profile we are looking for: 

- Motivated students with an interest in sustainability, consumer research, and 
food products.  

- German skills are a must 

 

Application 

If you are interested, please send an email to dfblehre@mgt.tum.de to express your 
interest. The following information should be included in the email: 

- Your CV 
- Your preferred starting time 
- A short motivation 
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